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753              General Ponsoriby to Mr. Gladstone
WINDSOR CASTLE. February 20. 1881.
Your letter to The Queen confirmed what you had already told
Her Majesty, that it was not intended to proceed immediately
with the Arms Bill as so much pressing business required early
attention.
The Queen regrets that your scheme for restoring order and
protecting Life in Ireland is so far incomplete, but can understand
the necessity of attending to other business. Her Majesty hopes
that the Land Bill will not take the place of the Arms Bill but
that English and Scotch requirements will now have their share
of the time of Parliament.
It cannot be denied that the withdrawal of the Arms Bill after
it was announced is to some extent a confession of weakness.
Perhaps this may be unavoidable here, but The Queen is
anxious that no similar admission or appearance of hesitation
should be shown in South Africa, as both coming at the same
time though in different parts of the Empire would have a disas-
trous effect.
754  (Copy]   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
2 March. 1881.
Mr. Gladstone presents his humble duty to Your Majesty and
humbly recommends the name of Sir Garnet Wolseley for the
honour of a Peerage.
While the Military distinctions of Sir Garnet Wolseley are such
as, Mr. Gladstone conceives, obviously bring him within just
reach of this distinction, the grant of the honour at the present
time is recommended by important public considerations. Opinion
respecting Army questions has but limited vent in the House of
Commons. In the House of Lords, with its more limited engage-
ments, there is a greater freedom : but the opinion there repre-
sented almost from the necessity of the case is the opinion of the
elder officers, and might almost be called that of a past generation.
At present the only younger soldier of the House of Lords, who
has seen service with responsibility, as Mr. Gladstone believes,
is Lord Chelmsford, whose political and general associations
naturally place him at a distance from the Administration, The
early death of Lord Sandhurst defeated the intention with which